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Jesus Conquers Death
Easter, the most amazing event in all of
history … the Lord Jesus, the Son of God,
conquering death for us
John 20:1-31
Early on Sunday morning, while it was sll dark,
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and found
that the stone had been rolled away from the
entrance. She ran and found Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved. She
said, “They have taken the Lord’s body out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”
Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. They were both running, but the other disciple outran
Peter and reached the tomb ﬁrst. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he
didn’t go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noced the linen wrappings lying there, while
the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying apart from the other wrappings. Then the
disciple who had reached the tomb ﬁrst also went in, and he saw and believed — for unl then they sll
hadn’t understood the Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. Then they went home.
Mary was standing outside the tomb crying, and as she wept, she stooped and looked in. She saw two whiterobed angels, one si*ng at the head and the other at the foot of the place where the body of Jesus had been
lying. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” the angels asked her. “Because they have taken away my Lord,”
she replied, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” She turned to leave and saw someone standing
there. It was Jesus, but she didn’t recognize him. “Dear woman, why are you crying?” Jesus asked her. “Who
are you looking for?” She thought he was the gardener. “Sir,” she said, “if you have taken him away, tell me
where you have put him, and I will go and get him.”
“Mary!” Jesus said. She turned to him and cried out, “Rabboni!” (which is Hebrew for “Teacher”). “Don’t cling
to me,” Jesus said, “for I haven’t yet ascended to the Father. But go ﬁnd my brothers and tell them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene found the disciples and
told them, “I have seen the Lord!” Then she gave them his message.
That Sunday evening the disciples were meeng behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish
leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he said. As he spoke, he
showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were ﬁlled with joy when they saw the Lord! Again
he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and
said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they
are not forgiven.” One of the twelve disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the others when
Jesus came. They told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail
wounds in his hands, put my ﬁngers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.”
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Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this me Thomas was with them. The doors were
locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. Then he said to Thomas, “Put your ﬁnger
here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my side. Don’t be faithless any longer.
Believe!” “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. Then Jesus told him, “You believe because you have
seen me. Blessed are those who believe without seeing me.”
The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addion to the ones recorded in this book. But
these are wri=en so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in
him you will have life by the power of his name.

How Jesus’ resurrec&on applies to us …
Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he die, yet shall he live, and
whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” John 11:25-26 For what I received I passed on to you as of first
importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies through His Spirit which dwells in you. Romans 8:11 For God loved the world so much that He
gave His one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

Discussion Ques&ons
1. What does this account of the resurrecon tell us about Jesus?
2. What quesons do you have as you read this account?
3. What stood out to you personally from this account of the resurrecon?
4. If you believe this to be true, what could be the implicaons and beneﬁts to your life?
5. What about the resurrecon story could you share with someone else? Who would it be?

